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In the Claims ; 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A communications system 
comprising : 

a mobile device having a mail user agent; and 
a mobile office platform operative with the mail user 
agent for accessing one or more electronic mailboxes of the 
mail user agent using at least one protocol specific 
connector, wherein said mobile office platform is operative 
for providing only the n-most recent mail headers of 
electronic messages to the mail user agent in a default order 
of mail headers provided by the by an electronic mail protocol 
used for accessing an electronic mailbox and if the default 
order of mail headers cannot be provided, then providing most 
recent mail headers in an order based on associative 
information about the about an electronic mail provider and/or 
electronic mailbox to be accessed, and if associative 
information cannot be used, then downloading all message 
headers . 

2 . (CANCELLED) 

3. (ORIGINAL) A communications system according to 
Claim 1, wherein said message header comprises a unique 
identifier (UID) of an electronic mail message. 

4. (CANCELLED) 

5. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A communications system 
according to Claim 1, and further comprising a database 
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associated with said mobile office platform and containing 
records of associative information for electronic mail 
providers and/or electronic mailboxes to be accessed. 

6. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A communications system 
according to Claim 1, wherein said associative information 
comprises the name of the electronic mail protocol used for 
accessing an electronic mailbox. 

7. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A communications system 
according to Claim 1, wherein said associative information 
comprises the version of the electronic mail protocol used for 
accessing an electronic mailbox. 

8. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A communications system 
according to Claim 1, wherein said associative information 
comprises the name of the electronic mail server. 

9. (ORIGINAL) A communications system according to 
Claim 8, wherein the name of the electronic mail server is 
applicable to a specific electronic mail protocol used for 
accessing an electronic mailbox. 

10. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A communications system 
according to Claim 1, wherein said associative information 
comprises the domain name of an internet service provider used 
for accessing electronic mailboxes. 

11. (ORIGINAL) A communications system according to 
Claim 1, wherein said mobile office platform is operative for 
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downloading an entire message list for one or more electronic 
mailboxes, sorting the message headers, and extracting only 
the n-most recent mail messages for delivery to a mail user 
agent that requested electronic mail. 

12 . (ORIGINAL) A communications system according to 
Claim 1, wherein said mobile device comprises a wireless 
device . 

13 . (ORIGINAL) A communications system according to 
Claim 1, wherein said mail user agent is operative for 
accessing the mobile office platform using a POP, IMAP or 
webmail protocol. 

14. (ORIGINAL) A communications system according to 
Claim 1, wherein said plurality of protocol specific 
connectors comprise a POP connector for accessing POP 
mailboxes, an IMAP connector for accessing IMAP mailboxes, or 
a connector for accessing mail from an Exchange server. 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A communications system 
comprising : 

a server having a mail agent for accessing one or more 
electronic mailboxes of a mail user agent using at least one 
protocol specific connector; and 

a database associated with the mail agent and containing 
associative information about an electronic mail provider 
and/or electronic mailbox relating to the order in which mail 
headers are stored and/or retrieved from the electronic 
mailbox, wherein said mail agent is operative for providing 



4 



In re Patent Application of: 
ROY 

Serial No. 10/780,258 

Filing Date: February 17, 2004 

/ 

only the n-most recent mail headers of electronic messages to 
a mail user agent of a mobile device in a default order of 
mail headers provided by the by an electronic mail protocol 
used for accessing an electronic mailbox and if the default 
order of mail headers cannot be provided, then providing most 
recent mail headers in an order based on associative 
information about the about an electronic mail provider and/or 
electronic mailbox to be accessed, and if associative 
information cannot be used, then downloading all message 
headers . 

16. (CANCELLED) 

17. (CANCELLED) 

18 . (ORIGINAL) A communications system according to 
Claim 15, wherein said message header comprises a unique 
identifier (UID) of an electronic mail message. 

19. (ORIGINAL) A communications system according to 
Claim 15, wherein said associative information comprises the 
name of the electronic mail protocol used for accessing an 
electronic mailbox. 

20. (ORIGINAL) A communications system according to 
Claim 15, wherein said associative information comprises the 
version of the electronic mail protocol used for accessing an 
electronic mailbox. 
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21. (ORIGINAL) A communications system according to 
Claim 15, wherein said associative information comprises the 
name of the electronic mail server. 

22. (ORIGINAL) A communications system according to 
Claim 21, wherein the name of the electronic mail server is 
applicable to a specific electronic mail protocol used for 
accessing an electronic mailbox. 

23. (ORIGINAL) A communications system according to 
Claim 15, wherein said associative information comprises the 
domain name of an internet service provider used for accessing 
electronic mailboxes. 

24. (ORIGINAL) A communications system according to 
Claim 15, wherein said mobile agent is operative for 
downloading an entire message list for one or more electronic 
mailboxes, sorting the message headers and extracting only the 
n-most recent mail messages for delivery to a mail user agent 
that requested electronic mail. 

25. (ORIGINAL) A communications system according to 
Claim 15, wherein a mail user agent is operative for accessing 
the mail agent using a POP, IMAP or webmail protocol. 

26. (ORIGINAL) A communications system according to 
Claim 15, wherein said plurality of protocol specific 
connectors comprise a POP connector for accessing POP 
mailboxes, an IMAP connector for accessing IMAP mailboxes, or 
a connector for accessing mail from an Exchange server. 
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27. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of retrieving 
electronic mail comprising the steps of: 

accessing one or more electronic mailboxes of a mail user 
agent using at least one protocol specific connector; and 

providing to the mail user agent only the n-most recent 
mail headers of electronic mail messages that had been 
accessed in a default order of mail headers provided by the 
by an electronic mail protocol used for accessing an 
electronic mailbox and if the default order of mail headers 
cannot be provided, then providing most recent mail headers in 
an order based on associative information about the about an 
electronic mail provider and/or electronic mailbox to be 
accessed, and if associative information cannot be used, then 
downloading all message headers. 

28. (CANCELLED) 

29. (ORIGINAL) A method according to Claim 27, wherein 
said message header comprises a unique identifier of an 
electronic mail message. 

30. (CANCELLED) 

31. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method according to Claim 
27, and further comprising the step of storing associative 
information within a database. 

32. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method according to Claim 
27, wherein said associative information comprises the name of 
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the electronic mail protocol used for accessing an electronic 
mailbox. 

33. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method according to Claim 
27, wherein said associative information comprises the version 
of the electronic mail protocol used for accessing an 
electronic mailbox. 

34. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method according to Claim 
27, wherein said associative information comprises the name of 
the electronic mail server. 

35. (ORIGINAL) A method according to Claim 34, wherein 
the name of the electronic mail server is applicable to a 
specific electronic mail protocol used for accessing an 
electronic mailbox. 

36. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method according to Claim 
27, wherein said associative information comprises the domain 
name of an internet service provider used for accessing 
electronic mailboxes. 

37. (ORIGINAL) A method according to Claim 27, and 
further comprising the step of downloading an entire message 
list for one or more electronic mailboxes, sorting the message 
headers and extracting only the n-most recent mail messages 
for delivery to the mail user agent. 
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